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Essentials Course


Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own.

	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Summer Woodman

	School District
	Austin ISD

	School Name
	Campbell Elementary

	School City, State
	Austin, TX

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Community Voices

	Unit Summary

	Through this project, the students will explore their community identities and those of their fellow students.  The essential and unit questions will provoke the students to consider what culture and community are, what their roles in their communities are, and what responsibilities they have within those communities.

	Subject Area

	Social Studies/Language Arts

	Grade Level  

	3

	Approximate Time Needed 

	6 weeks

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	(2)  Listening/speaking/culture. The student listens and speaks to gain knowledge of his/her 

own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures. The student is 

expected to: (A)  connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening 

(K-3); and (B)  compare language and oral traditions (family stories) that reflect customs, regions, 

and cultures (K-3). 

(13)  Reading/culture. The student reads to increase knowledge of his/her own culture, the 

culture of others, and the common elements of culture. The student is expected to: (A)  connect his/her own experiences with the life experiences, language, customs, and culture of others (K-3); and (B)  compare experiences of characters across cultures (K-3). 

(20)  Writing/inquiry/research. The student uses writing as a tool for learning and research. The 

student is expected to: write or dictate questions for investigating (2-3);  (C)  take simple notes from relevant sources such as classroom guests, books, and media sources (2-3); and (D)  compile notes into outlines, reports, summaries, or other written efforts using available technology (2-3).
(1)  History. The student understands how individuals, events, and ideas have influenced the 

history of various communities. The student is expected to: (A) describe how individuals, events, and ideas have changed communities over time;

(10)  Citizenship. The student understands characteristics of good citizenship as exemplified by historic figures and ordinary people. The student is expected to: (A)  identify characteristics of good citizenship such as a belief in justice, truth, equality, and responsibility for the common good; (B)  identify historic figures such as Jane Addams, Helen Keller, and Harriet Tubman who have exemplified good citizenship; (C)  identify and explain the importance of acts of civic responsibility, including obeying laws and voting; and (D)  identify ordinary people who exemplify good citizenship. 

(11)  Citizenship. The student understands the impact of individual and group decisions on 

communities in a democratic society. The student is expected to: (A)  give examples of community changes that result from individual or group decisions; (B)  identify examples of actions individuals and groups can take to improve the community; and (C)  identify examples of nonprofit and/or civic organizations such as the Red Cross and explain how they serve the common good. 

(12)  Culture. The student understands ethnic and/or cultural celebrations of the United States 

and other nations. The student is expected to: (A)  explain the significance of selected ethnic and/or cultural celebrations in Texas, the United States, and other nations such as St. Patrick's Day, Cinco de Mayo, and 

Kwanzaa; and (B)  compare ethnic and/or cultural celebrations in Texas, the United States, and other nations. 

 (14)  Culture. The student understands the importance of writers and artists to the cultural 

heritage of communities. The student is expected to: (A)  identify selected individual writers and artists and their stories, poems, statues, paintings, and other examples of cultural heritage from communities around the world; 

and (B)  explain the significance of selected individual writers and artists and their stories, poems, statues,  paintings, and other examples of cultural heritage to communities around the world. 

(16)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 

information acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology. The student is 

expected to: (A)  obtain information, including historical and geographic data about the community, using a variety of print, oral, visual, and computer sources; (B)  sequence and categorize information; (C)  interpret oral, visual, and print material by identifying the main idea, identifying cause and effect, and comparing and contrasting; 

(D)  use various parts of a source, including the table of contents, glossary, and index,  as well as keyword computer searches, to locate information; (E)  interpret and create visuals including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, and maps; and (F)  use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as 

maps and graphs. 

(17)  Social studies skills. The student communicates effectively in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to: (A) express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences; (B)  create written and visual material such as stories, poems, pictures, maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	The students will have a clear understanding of the meanings and connotations of community and culture.  They will also understand the identifying aspects of the communities to which they belong and their roles within those communities.  Tied to this, they will understand the responsibilities that those roles carry and how they can become leaders in their communities.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Who are you?  Can others tell your story?

	
	Unit Questions
	Do communities have similarities?  Do they share members?  Are you a member of more than one community?  What is your role in your community?

	
	Content Questions
	Who are the members of your community?  What is a community?  What are stories?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Questioning

· Journals

· KWL chart

· Brainstorming

· Thinkpair-share

· Journals

· Questioning

· Writing prompts

· Group- and self-assessment

· Conferences

· Observation checklist

· K-W-L chart

· Reflective Essay

· Report

· Art project

· Multimedia presentation

· Skiit

· PSA for “my community”

· Documentary

· Commercial for “my community”



	Assessment Summary

	This project will utilize a variety of assessments to guage student needs before, during and after the completion of the project.  Students will produce work products such as autobiographies, biographies, short movies and podcasts to present their findings and demonstrate understanding.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students should have a broad understanding and sense of the terms culture, community and leader.  Students will need tutorials in video/still camera use and Macintosh computer use.  Refresher courses in PowerPoint and tutorials in Garage Band and iMovie will also be necessary.

	Instructional Procedures

	Students will plan their projects from start to finish using graphic organizers and self-monitoring techniques.  After introducing the unit, the teacher will lay out a timeline with deadlines for work completion.  She will also be available for conferences to discuss checkpoints and roadblocks.  Students will guide themselves through completion of varied projects exploring culture, community and leadership.  Students may decide how they choose to demonstrate understanding by choosing they type of final project they would like to work on and present the results/finished project to the class.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	For resource students, this project can be modified rather easily and effectively.  The project has very little required writing (pen and paper), and that aspect can be eliminated completely through recording responses, etc. The resource student might narrow the scope of his/her project by focusing on one community and exporing that.  Paired students could provide peer support and assistance.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	This project was designed for a bilingual class.  All student work may be done in primary language (Spanish) or English.  For students who wish to produce English-language pieces, various translation materials and Spanish-language texts and resources will be available.

	
	Gifted Student
	This project is perfect for differentiation because the students can choose to make this project as involved and complicated as they would like.  Gifted students can make a more in-depth project by addressing more than one community to which they belong.  Their final movie project (or powerpoint) might address two or three of the communities to which they belong and how those communities and cultures intertwine.  Then, they could address how they can become leaders of those communities and how those roles can affect change in those communities, for example.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other PowerPoint 


	Printed Materials
	Various books exploring community, culture and leaders.

	Supplies
	N/A

	Internet Resources
	Yahooligans, nettrekker.com, britannicaonline.com, unitedstreaming.com, learning.com

	Other Resources
	TBD
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